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Imagine that you are preparing a project with your friend. You have found some interesting material for
the presentation and you want to read this text to your friend. You have 1.5 minutes to read the text silently,
then be ready to read it out aloud. You will not have more than 1.5 minutes to read it.
 

Silver is the best conductor. The best conductor of both heat and electricity is also the most reflective
of all the elements. Its drawback is that it is expensive. The reason we use copper wire in our electrical
equipment is because copper  — the second most conductive element  — is much cheaper. As well as its
decorative uses, silver is now mostly used in the photographic industry.

Silver has the curious property of sterilising water. Only tiny amounts are needed  — just ten parts
per billion. Both the Romans and Greeks noticed that food and drink put in silver containers did not
spoil so quickly. Silver’s strong antibacterial qualities were made use of for many centuries before
bacteria were discovered. This may also explain why silver coins are often found at the bottom of
ancient wells. While silver will certainly kill bacteria in the lab, whether or not it will do so in the body
is controversial. Many of the supposed advantages are unproven.


