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Night Dwellers

Did you know that when you go to bed at night, many animals are just beginning to stir? These animals
sleep during much of the day and come out at night to hunt for food. Animals who are active during the hours
of darkness are called nocturnal animals. Owls, raccoons, skunks, moths, mice, and bats are just a few of
these animals.

You might think A to find their way around in the dark, but it isn’t. Some of
them have eyes that are specially formed to make use of moonlight and starlight. Their eyes are almost like
mirrors B to see quite well. Other animals rely on their noses. Mice, for
example, use their sense of smell C . Some animals rely on their ears. An owl

can hear the soft rustling sound made by a mouse D

Go outside on a summer evening and sit quietly. Perhaps you will see or hear some nocturnal animals.
Listen for the chirp of crickets. Watch the sky for a bat swooping after mosquitoes. Look around a porch light
for moths and other insects E . You might discover
F to your very own backyard!

as it slips through the grass

that animals use their flexible tails

that it would be difficult for nocturnal animals
that magnify the light and enable them

that night-time brings a lot of action

that may be attracted to the glow

to guide them to food sources
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